


hile organizing
your child’s
room may hot be your favorite
undertaking, with the right
plan and the right attitude, this
daunting summertime task can
become rewarding for both you
and your child.

First & Foremost
Whether you're looking to
redecorate or just reorganize, the
first step is to eliminate clutter,
says Target home style expert
Sabrina Soto. “Donate the things
they haven't touched in a year,
and then start organizing with
what you have left,” she says.
Often, thisis a task best left
to parents, but the child can
be involved in the decisions
about what to keep and what
to donate. Explain the plan.
Explain why you're donating a

toy or clothes, who will benefit
from your child’s gift and how
your child will benefit from
sending the item away.

You know how your child
handles relinquishing toys,
clothes and room accessories.
Decide whether involving her
in the decision is valuable to her
development or detrimental to
your sanity. That said, let your
child take part in making some
choices for his or her room. But
keep it simple.

Offer options: This wall color
or that one; baskets or buckets;
round or square rugs.

Troy Beasley, design
principal of Beasley & Henley
Interior Design, stresses the
importance of incorporating
a child’s personality into her
room, whether it’s through
baseball-theme bookends or
butterfly-encrusted toy chests.
Getting the room to reflect its
occupant, Beasley says, is the
best way to encourage a child
to keep it orderly.

In the Closet

To reach its full potential, the
closet must be both efficient and
accessible. Start by making sure
your child can reach key fixtures

such as the hanger rod, hooks
and pegboards; then infuse
the space with as much storage
as possible. This may take

the form of a small bookcase,
Beasley suggests, which you
can stock with lined baskets or
even beach pails to store socks
and underwear. Beasley also
recommends pegboards as
foolproof ways to keep robes,
caps and their ilk off the floor.

Simplifying Storage
Kids, Beasley and Soto agree, are
not necessarily messy by nature,
but they do often suffer from a

critical lack of easy-to-use storage.

Nightstands with drawers
and under-bed storage can
therefore facilitate surprising
transformations.

Hanging shoe shelves and sets
of storage boxes can attractively
organize toys and knickknacks,

while plastic bins or a rolling
drawer beneath the bed hide

linens and out-of-season clothing.

Office Space

Because kids don’t have
offices, their papers—school
and otherwise — generally
end up floating around their
bedrooms. To combat this,

Beasley bought 36x48-inch
bulletin boards for his sons
and had them framed to
double as a design feature.
“You're (organizing) paper
that could otherwise be thrown
and tossed around the room,” he
says, “and you're giving (kids) a
place to express themselves.”
Similarly, Soto likes to use
chalkboard and magnetic paint
in children’s rooms, both for
organizational purposes (like
writing lists) and artistic ones.

Let your child
take part in
making some
choices for his
or her room.

Because artis the hallmark
of childhood —and one of its
messier enterprises —consider
designating an area for its
creation. Soto recommends
buying a coffee table and
putting all the requisite paints
and chalks in decorative boxes
or baskets underneath it for a
room that, in the end, looks as
pretty as a picture. @

Getting organized is as easy as getting the right equipment.

HAVE BAGS, WILL TRAVEL.: These
suitcase-style boxes come in three sizes and

HANG IT UP:
Animal wall hooks

BIN THERE, STORED THAT:
Colorful free-form bins effortlessly store

six bright colors to make keeping coats everything from

pack up the various and hats in their stuffed
collectibles that place as much fun animals to
inevitably follow kids as going on safari. clothing.
around. Pack Your Safari Animals Wall Rugby Bins,
Bags, $20, set of Hooks, $19 each. $20 each.
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